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Commander’s Comments Commander’s Comments Commander’s Comments Commander’s Comments     
     Dear Compatriots, the summer has passed and now the leaves are falling from the 
trees. The significance of this is as follows. If your membership dues are not paid to 
Camp Treasurer, AJ Seamons, by October 31, 2011, your membership will lapse. 
After this date, our camp’s offer to pay any reinstatement fees will also lapse. 
Fortunately, the great majority of members have already renewed, a couple of 
members have been reinstated, one new member has been initiated, and we have 
prospects for a couple of other new members. Don’t drop from our Muster like the 
falling leaves.  Please help us put the dues cycle for 2011-2012 behind us. If you 
have a question about your membership, please give one of our officers a call and we 
will help you find the answer to your problem. 
     October is also the traditional time for the Powhatan Troop to re-enact the 
original 1861 Muster Day at the Powhatan Courthouse. If you do the math, this year 
is the 150th anniversary or the Sesquicentennial of the Powhatan Troop Muster Day. 
Accordingly, we have done our best with limited resources to bring you a more 
memorable Muster Day Ceremony for 2011. Most of us will not live to see the 
Bicentennial Muster Day so this year is really the only historic opportunity that 
many of us will have for an anniversary of this type.  
     We will be joined by a semi-professional singer, Mr. John Roberson, from the 
JEB Stuart Camp, a representative from the Elliott Grays chapter of the UDC, other 
SCV Camps, the 59th Virginia Infantry, and representatives from the Powhatan 
Historical Society. The music and pageantry alone should make the day worth your 
effort to attend. I had intended to have even more participants, but personal problems 
interfered and for that I apologize. Muster Day will start at the Powhatan Courthouse 
October 23, 2011 between 2:00 and 3:00 P.M. rain or shine and we’ll try to make 
your travel worthwhile.      
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     Commander Moody:  First, let me say it is good to have you back in the saddle again and may God speed 
you to a fast and full recovery. 
     It is time again for our Muster Day Program and it looks like Commander Moody has put together a good 
one this year, which is the beginning of the Sesquicentennial of the War of Northern Aggression.  Let us 
remember that 150 years ago, many of our ancestors met at places all across the South,  just like the Powhatan     
Court House, to volunteer to fight those who would take away their state's sovereignty and invade their 
homes.  I hope many of our Camp members and their families can attend this year's Program, so bring your 
friends and neighbors.  This is a public event and, in my opinion, is the most important event that our Camp 
has each year, for it publicly honors our Confederate ancestors as well as the Powhatan Troop.  A good 
turnout by our camp members is just as important as the Program, for it publicly reflects upon our cause 
which we all have sworn to support.  Please, if you have 1860 period clothing, wear them.  If not, please come 
anyway.  The clothing is only needed for the call for volunteers but is not necessary ( see photo of volunteers 
on front page).  
     For those of you that live too far to make the Muster Day Program, I have included the information on the 
events of the Program as follows: 
 
Invocation......................Camp Chaplain Bishop R. Dennis Campbell 
 

Welcome                                                 Commander John R. Moody 
 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag                                                      All 
Salute to the Virginia Flag                                                               All 
Salute to the Confederate Flag                                                         All 
  

Introduction of Guest Singer.................. Commander John R. Moody 
 

       Mr. John Roberson................................................................"Lorena" 
      "The Bonnie Blue Flag" 
 

Drill.............................................59th Virginia Infantry Regiment, Co I (3rd) 
          Army.of.Northern.Virginia;.Captain.Hunter.Hardwicke,.Commander 
 

Call for volunteers....................................Compatriot Paul M. Houser 
 

Laying of Wreaths 
  Elliott Grays Chapter 1877 of the UDC 
  The Powhatan Troop Camp 1382 
  The J.E.B. Stuart Camp 1343 
  The Powhatan Historical Society 
 

Rifle Salute.........................................................59th Virginia Infantry 
 

Commentary from guest organizations   
  Elliott Grays Chapter 1877 of the UDC 
  The J.E.B. Stuart Camp 1343 
  The Powhatan Historical Society 
 

Singing of "Dixie" ......................Mr. John Roberson and joined by all 
 

Benediction:                                              Bishop R. Dennis Campbell  
             Paul M. Houser  

              Cannon Report Editor 


